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Group Formation

Group formation: an adaptive evolutionary advantage

- safety

- task allocation and specialization

- close relationships

- mating opportunities

- a collective social identity

- a common fate



Subgroup Formation

- a subgroup may be more functional (committee within a department)

- subgroups separated in space (students in school A and B)

- subgroups with visible physical differences (Black and White) 

- subgroups with invisible physical differences (HIV + or -)

- subgroups based on ability (Jesus or Mary reading group)

- subgroups with power differences (wealthy and poor nations)



Assumptions

In one of Donald Campbellôs last papers 
(Heylighen & Campbell, 1995) he reiterated:

- powerful groups claim desirable resources at the 
expense of the less powerful

- ñIt is axiomatic that group formation provides an 
in-group advantage that also breeds intergroup 
conflictò (Malloy, 2008).



Research Designs for Studying Subgroups

Asymmetric Block

Subgroup A      Subgroup B

a1 a2 b1 b2     

a1 x        x

a2 x        x

b1 x       x

b2 x       x



Reciprocal Trait Judgments of Subgroups:

Member i of Group I and j of Group J at occasion k

X ij � ����k ���. i ������j ������ij �����0ij (Equation 1)

X ji � ����k ���. j ������i ������ji �����0ji (Equation 2)


